
  

Causes for Future Conflict
Regional ActorsRegional Actors

TURKMENISTAN     IRANTURKMENISTAN     IRAN
UZBEKISTAN          KYRGISTANUZBEKISTAN          KYRGISTAN
GEORGIA                 ARMENIAGEORGIA                 ARMENIA
AZERBAIJAN          KAZAKHSTANAZERBAIJAN          KAZAKHSTAN
LIBYA                      TUNISIALIBYA                      TUNISIA
SYRIA                       ALGERIASYRIA                       ALGERIA
IRAQIRAQ

MILITARY CAPABILITIESMILITARY CAPABILITIES
PRIMARILY MOTOR/MECH INFANTRYPRIMARILY MOTOR/MECH INFANTRY

MOBILE MECH/ARMOR RESERVESMOBILE MECH/ARMOR RESERVES
LARGE, MODERN ARTILLERY FORCESLARGE, MODERN ARTILLERY FORCES
IADS WITH SOME MODERN SYSTEMSIADS WITH SOME MODERN SYSTEMS

REGIME PROTECTION UNITSREGIME PROTECTION UNITS
SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCESSPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES

SMALL COASTAL NAVIE      SMALL COASTAL NAVIE      
WMDWMD

OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENTOPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
FORCED MIXING OF RELIGIONS/CULTURES BY FORMER IMPERIAL MASTERSFORCED MIXING OF RELIGIONS/CULTURES BY FORMER IMPERIAL MASTERS

HIGH LEVEL OF ORGANIZED CRIMEHIGH LEVEL OF ORGANIZED CRIME
MODERATE INFRASTRUCTURE WITH SOME BREAKDOWNSMODERATE INFRASTRUCTURE WITH SOME BREAKDOWNS

URBANIZEDURBANIZED
HOSTILE POPULACEHOSTILE POPULACE

HISTORY OF TERRORISM, INCLUDING STATE-SPONSOREDHISTORY OF TERRORISM, INCLUDING STATE-SPONSORED
MIX OF MOUNTAINOUS AND ARID TERRAINMIX OF MOUNTAINOUS AND ARID TERRAIN

Regional ActorsRegional Actors
COLOMBIA           ECUADORCOLOMBIA           ECUADOR
GUATEMALA        NICARAGUAGUATEMALA        NICARAGUA
PERU                     HONDURASPERU                     HONDURAS
COSTA RICA         PANAMACOSTA RICA         PANAMA
EL  SALVADOR    HAITIEL  SALVADOR    HAITI
BOLIVIABOLIVIA

MILITARY CAPABILITIESMILITARY CAPABILITIES
PRIMARILY FOOT-MOBILE INFANTRY PRIMARILY FOOT-MOBILE INFANTRY 

POORLY EQUIPPED/MOTIVATED PARAMILITARYPOORLY EQUIPPED/MOTIVATED PARAMILITARY
POORLY EQUIPPED/MOTIVATED POLICEPOORLY EQUIPPED/MOTIVATED POLICE

OLDER ARTILLERY, AD FORCESOLDER ARTILLERY, AD FORCES
ARMED INSURGENCIESARMED INSURGENCIES
NARCO TERRORISTS  NARCO TERRORISTS  

OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENTOPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
HIGH LEVEL OF POVERTYHIGH LEVEL OF POVERTY

EXTREME LEVEL OF ORGANIZED CRIMEEXTREME LEVEL OF ORGANIZED CRIME
BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE WITH SOME BREAKDOWNSBASIC INFRASTRUCTURE WITH SOME BREAKDOWNS

JUNGLE/MOUNTAIN TERRAINJUNGLE/MOUNTAIN TERRAIN
MIXTURE OF HOSTILE AND FRIENDLY POPULACESMIXTURE OF HOSTILE AND FRIENDLY POPULACES
HISTORY OF SECRET POLICE AND PARAMILITARIESHISTORY OF SECRET POLICE AND PARAMILITARIES

HISTORY OF NARCO-TERRORISMHISTORY OF NARCO-TERRORISM

States assume responsibility for external minorities
Migrations, refugees and immigration

Governments unable to meet the needs of their populations
Disenfranchised Minorities

Youth Bulge and rapid population increase

Failed States

Resource Competition ----Water - Food - Fuel 

Regional Crisis

Power Struggle in Global Community
WME and Technology Proliferation

Ideology

Regional ActorsRegional Actors
CHINA              KOREACHINA              KOREA
INDIA                INDONESIAINDIA                INDONESIA
PAKISTAN       VIET NAMPAKISTAN       VIET NAM
CAMBODIA     MALAYSIACAMBODIA     MALAYSIA
PHILLIPINESPHILLIPINES

MILITARY CAPABILITIESMILITARY CAPABILITIES
PRIMARILY MOTOR/MECH INFANTRYPRIMARILY MOTOR/MECH INFANTRY
MOBILE MECH/ARMOR RESERVESMOBILE MECH/ARMOR RESERVES

LARGE, MODERN ARTILLERY FORCESLARGE, MODERN ARTILLERY FORCES
LARGE, MODERN AIR FORCESLARGE, MODERN AIR FORCES

INTEGRATED, MODERN AIR DEFENCESINTEGRATED, MODERN AIR DEFENCES
SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCESSPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES

LARGE NAVIESLARGE NAVIES
WMDWMD

OPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENTOPERATIONAL ENVIRONMENT
STRONG NATIONAL WILLSTRONG NATIONAL WILL

PREDOMINANTLY HOMOGENOUS CULTURESPREDOMINANTLY HOMOGENOUS CULTURES
MILITARIES FORMERLY PLAYERS IN MILITARIES FORMERLY PLAYERS IN 

ECONOMYECONOMY
TRIBAL CONFLICT ON ISLANDSTRIBAL CONFLICT ON ISLANDS

MODERATE LEVEL OF ORGANIZED MODERATE LEVEL OF ORGANIZED 
CRIME/PIRACYCRIME/PIRACY

DEVELOPED INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPED INFRASTRUCTURE 
HOSTILE POPULACEHOSTILE POPULACE

WIDELY VARYING TERRAINWIDELY VARYING TERRAIN
URBANIZEDURBANIZED

Global Crisis



  

METHODS OF OPERATION METHODS OF OPERATION 
(Conventional)(Conventional)

USE LINE DIVISIONS/BRIGADES AS BLOCKING FORCEUSE LINE DIVISIONS/BRIGADES AS BLOCKING FORCE
  FIGHT WITH MOBILE RESERVESFIGHT WITH MOBILE RESERVES

LONG ON FIREPOWER, SHORT ON INTEGRATIONLONG ON FIREPOWER, SHORT ON INTEGRATION
MATCH MANEUVER TO US ISR “BLIND SPOTS”MATCH MANEUVER TO US ISR “BLIND SPOTS”

““PASSIVE” WMD THREATPASSIVE” WMD THREAT
SOF/SSM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPODSOF/SSM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPOD

RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT, AND DECEPTIONRELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT, AND DECEPTION

METHODS OF OPERATION METHODS OF OPERATION 
(Conventional)(Conventional)

USE LINE DIVISIONS/BRIGADES AS BLOCKING FORCEUSE LINE DIVISIONS/BRIGADES AS BLOCKING FORCE
  FIGHT WITH MOBILE RESERVESFIGHT WITH MOBILE RESERVES

LONG ON FIREPOWER, SHORT ON INTEGRATIONLONG ON FIREPOWER, SHORT ON INTEGRATION
MATCH MANEUVER TO US ISR “BLIND SPOTS”MATCH MANEUVER TO US ISR “BLIND SPOTS”

““PASSIVE” WMD THREATPASSIVE” WMD THREAT
SOF/SSM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPODSOF/SSM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPOD

RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT, AND DECEPTIONRELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT, AND DECEPTION

POTENTIAL POTENTIAL 
HIGH-END HIGH-END 

TECHNOLOGIESTECHNOLOGIES
ADVANCED SENSORS ADVANCED SENSORS 

IO/DIGITAL C2IO/DIGITAL C2
SATELLITESSATELLITES

PGMPGM
TBMTBM

METHODS OF OPERATION METHODS OF OPERATION 
(Conventional)(Conventional)

TAKE FIGHT TO ROUGH TERRAINTAKE FIGHT TO ROUGH TERRAIN
ANTI-ARMOR AMBUSHESANTI-ARMOR AMBUSHES

TERRORIST/GUERRILLA ATTACKS ON APOD/SPODTERRORIST/GUERRILLA ATTACKS ON APOD/SPOD
RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND 

DECEPTIONDECEPTION
RELIANCE ON BLENDING WITH POPULATIONRELIANCE ON BLENDING WITH POPULATION

METHODS OF OPERATION METHODS OF OPERATION 
(Conventional)(Conventional)

TAKE FIGHT TO ROUGH TERRAINTAKE FIGHT TO ROUGH TERRAIN
ANTI-ARMOR AMBUSHESANTI-ARMOR AMBUSHES

TERRORIST/GUERRILLA ATTACKS ON APOD/SPODTERRORIST/GUERRILLA ATTACKS ON APOD/SPOD
RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND 

DECEPTIONDECEPTION
RELIANCE ON BLENDING WITH POPULATIONRELIANCE ON BLENDING WITH POPULATION

METHODS OF OPERATION (Asymmetric)METHODS OF OPERATION (Asymmetric)
MANIPULATE WESTERN MEDIAMANIPULATE WESTERN MEDIA

MANIPULATE POPULATIONMANIPULATE POPULATION
USE TERRAIN TO ADVANTAGEUSE TERRAIN TO ADVANTAGE

USE US/COALITION LOGISTICS TAIL TO ADVANTAGEUSE US/COALITION LOGISTICS TAIL TO ADVANTAGE
CASUALTY-PRODUCING TERRORISMCASUALTY-PRODUCING TERRORISM

HIDE IN URBAN TERRAINHIDE IN URBAN TERRAIN

POTENTIAL POTENTIAL 
HIGH-END HIGH-END 

TECHNOLOGIESTECHNOLOGIES
CELLULAR/DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONSCELLULAR/DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS

ADVANCED SENSORSADVANCED SENSORS
NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENTNIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT
ADVANCED SAM/MANPADSADVANCED SAM/MANPADS

METHODS OF OPERATION (Conventional)METHODS OF OPERATION (Conventional)
Echeloned DIVISIONS/BRIGADES with MOBILE RESERVESEcheloned DIVISIONS/BRIGADES with MOBILE RESERVES

HAVE BEGUN COMBINED ARMS INTEGRATIONHAVE BEGUN COMBINED ARMS INTEGRATION
‘‘PASSIVE’ WMD THREATPASSIVE’ WMD THREAT

SOF/TBM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPODSOF/TBM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPOD
RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND DECEPTIONRELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND DECEPTION

METHODS OF OPERATION (Conventional)METHODS OF OPERATION (Conventional)
Echeloned DIVISIONS/BRIGADES with MOBILE RESERVESEcheloned DIVISIONS/BRIGADES with MOBILE RESERVES

HAVE BEGUN COMBINED ARMS INTEGRATIONHAVE BEGUN COMBINED ARMS INTEGRATION
‘‘PASSIVE’ WMD THREATPASSIVE’ WMD THREAT

SOF/TBM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPODSOF/TBM ATTACKS ON APOD/SPOD
RELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND DECEPTIONRELIANCE ON COVER, CONCEALMENT AND DECEPTION

METHODS OF OPERATION (Asymmetric)METHODS OF OPERATION (Asymmetric)
MANIPULATE WESTERN MEDIA, INTERNATIONAL BODIESMANIPULATE WESTERN MEDIA, INTERNATIONAL BODIES

Decentralized Operations with Dispersed Forces’Decentralized Operations with Dispersed Forces’
USE US/COALITION ROE TO ADVANTAGE (HUMAN SHIELDS)USE US/COALITION ROE TO ADVANTAGE (HUMAN SHIELDS)

ATTACK MULTINATIONAL ‘FAULT LINES’ (USE UN)ATTACK MULTINATIONAL ‘FAULT LINES’ (USE UN)
CASUALTY-PRODUCING TERRORISMCASUALTY-PRODUCING TERRORISM

HIDE IN URBAN TERRAINHIDE IN URBAN TERRAIN

POTENTIAL POTENTIAL 
HIGH-END HIGH-END 

TECHNOLOGIESTECHNOLOGIES
ROBOTICSROBOTICS

FUEL CELLSFUEL CELLS
IO/DIGITAL C2IO/DIGITAL C2
SATELLITESSATELLITES

MULTI-SENSOR PGMMULTI-SENSOR PGM
ADVANCED SENSORSADVANCED SENSORS

TBMTBM
WMDWMD

HYPERSONIC MISSILESHYPERSONIC MISSILES

METHODS OF OPERATION (Asymmetric)METHODS OF OPERATION (Asymmetric)
USE STATE CONTROLLED MEDIA TO FEED POPULACE “GOOD NEWS”USE STATE CONTROLLED MEDIA TO FEED POPULACE “GOOD NEWS”

USE US/COALITION ROE TO ADVANTAGE (Human Shields)USE US/COALITION ROE TO ADVANTAGE (Human Shields)
ATTACK MULTINATIONAL “FAULTLINES” (Islamic Partners)ATTACK MULTINATIONAL “FAULTLINES” (Islamic Partners)

CASUALTY-PRODUCING TERRORISMCASUALTY-PRODUCING TERRORISM
HIDE IN URBAN TERRAINHIDE IN URBAN TERRAIN



  

HISTORICAL
IMPACT DIFFICULTY DIFFICULTY

CURRENT & FUTURE

Physical Environment

Nature of the State

Sociological Demographics

Regional/Global Relationships

Military Capabilities

Technology

Information

External Organizations

National Will

Time

Economics

KEY CHARACTERISTICS

Internal Society Fractured - Ethnic/Cultured/Religious Issues

Complex terrain & urban environments

Failed state/autocratic rule/fractured public institutions

International Interest - Regional Involvement

Industrial Age Forces

Discrete Hightech systems/ Hybridization
Media/Info Attack/IO
NGOs/PVOs - Increasing Impact

USCOG/ NOT A THREAT COG

Favors the Threat

Limited direction sustained Operations

IMPACT

97654321 108
Increasing Impact

Key Systems:  Excellent advanced C2, large modern military 
forces, IADS, WMD, missiles, Special Police, Para-military 
groups, and Special Operations Forces, cellular telephones, 
SATCOM,  the INTERNET.
Operating Patterns:  Integrated combined/joint operations, 
use of complex terrain and urban environments for sanctuary, 
extensive CCD, movement timed to ISR patterns, night 
operations, use of civilian population,
manipulating the coalition, extensive IO, adequate power 
projection, asymmetryEnvironmental: Varied terrain/Urbanized, Developed 
LOC/infrastructure, PVO/NGO, Humanitarian Crisis

Key Systems:  ADA - particularly MANPADs, Light 
Infantry, Mortars, Artillery, some Mechanized and 
Armor Forces, Internal and External Info Operations, 
Special Police, Para-military groups, and Special 
Operations Forces, cellular telephones, the INTERNET
Operating Patterns:  Decentralized Operations, use of 
complex terrain and urban environments for sanctuary,
ADA ambushes, extensive CCD, movement timed to ISR 
patterns, night operations, use of civilian population,
manipulating the coalition.

Environmental: Complex/urban, Humanitarian Crisis, 
Tribal/Ethnic, Poor infrastructure, Criminal Gangs

SSC MRC

Critical Aspects of the Operational Environment

Engagement Crisis ResponseWarfighting…Offensive Operations



  

The Future Operational Environment 
 presents a much broader set 

of challenges to US Forces. 
  These challenges are not

 mission dependent.
They impact 

across the
full spectrum 

of conflict. 
DIMINISHEDDIMINISHED

EFFECTSEFFECTS
OF TIMEOF TIME

AND SPACEAND SPACE

TECHNOLOGY/TECHNOLOGY/
INFORMATIONINFORMATION

AGEAGE

GLOBALGLOBAL
VILLAGEVILLAGE

PHENOMENAPHENOMENA

INCREASEDINCREASED
RISKRISK

POLITICALPOLITICAL
DECONFLICTIONDECONFLICTION

THREATENINGTHREATENING
CONDITIONSCONDITIONS

ROGUEROGUE
STATESSTATES

ECONOMICECONOMIC
DETERMINISM & DETERMINISM & 
DEMOGRAPHIC DEMOGRAPHIC 

TENSIONTENSION

TERRORISMTERRORISM
AND RISINGAND RISING

CRIMECRIME

CULTURAL/CULTURAL/
SOCIETALSOCIETAL

CONCERNSCONCERNS

CRITICALCRITICAL
UNCERTAINTIESUNCERTAINTIES

ETHNO-ETHNO-
LINGUISTICLINGUISTIC

PAN-PAN-
NATIONALISMNATIONALISM

MULTI-POLARMULTI-POLAR
REGIONALREGIONAL

POWERPOWER
CENTERSCENTERS

ALLIANCES ANDALLIANCES AND
SUPRA-NATIONALSUPRA-NATIONAL

GROUPSGROUPS

SUB-NATIONALSUB-NATIONAL
GROUPSGROUPS

ADVANCEDADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY/TECHNOLOGY/

WEAPONSWEAPONS
PROLIFERATIONPROLIFERATION

Operational Environment

EMERGINGEMERGING
GEOSTRATEGICGEOSTRATEGIC
ENVIRONMENTENVIRONMENT

Today’s Operational
Environment

Today’s Force

Yesterday’s Operational
Environment

Force Effectiveness 
Must be measured

against Reality

“It isn’t the 
strongest that survive
or even the most intelligent,
it is the species that is most adaptable
to change.”  Darwin

Spectrum of Conflict



  

Asymmetric Asymmetric 
ApplicationsApplications

Conventional ConstructConventional Construct

Combined Conventional and AsymmetricalCombined Conventional and Asymmetrical
Structure, Strategy, ApplicationStructure, Strategy, Application

and Capabilitiesand Capabilities

DoctrineDoctrine OrganizationOrganization

CapabilitiesCapabilities StrategyStrategy

New TechnologyNew Technology

CombatCombat
DevelopmentsDevelopments

All Military Forces in today’s world are constructed in 
accordance
with conventional paradigms.  In most cases, this construct 
is sufficient
to meet national needs in regional settings against 
neighboring states.
US forces, with their technological, organizational and 
strategic 
capabilities, dominate conventional, regionally focused 
militaries and 
drive them to unconventional (asymmetrical) ways, means 
and ends. 
Nations with interests contrary to the US use asymmetrical 
designs and 
new technologies to construct capabilities that will allow 
them to challenge
the US

The Threat Strategic Landscape

US Dominance Uncertainty

Deter: Decisive and dominate 
conventional capability. 
Trained and Ready.

Fight and Win:  dominate
(full spectrum) conventional 
and unconventional capability.
Flexible, adaptive and rapidly 
responsive - organizations 
soldiers and leaders

Prepare: Transform people
organizations, doctrine and

equipment to maintain future
dominance



  

Geopolitical Trends

•  Soviet-based
•  Monolithic
•  Heavy only
•  Narrow slice of operational spectrum
•  Fixed OB
•  Soviet equipment only

JulyJuly 19841984

Spectrum of Conflict AsymmetricAsymmetricConventionalConventional

•  Cold War
•  Warsaw-Pact vs. NATO
•  Specific Soviet or surrogate threats

•  North Korea
•  Cuba
•  Iraq
•  Iran 

““Superpower Superpower 
construct dominates construct dominates 

thethe
geopolitical geopolitical 
operational operational 

environment”environment”

SOVIET TEMPLATES

SOVIET OB

SOVIET TACTICS

SOVIETDOCTRINE

SOVIETSITUATIONAL TEMPLATES

GENERAL DEFENSE POSITIONS

Regional ActorsRegional ActorsSuperpowersSuperpowers

Training Threat Evolution:Training Threat Evolution:
““Monolithic” ThreatMonolithic” Threat



  

TRADOC
TRADOC

HEAVY OPPOSING 
FORCE (OPFOR)

LIGHT OPPOSING 
FORCE (OPFOR)

TRADOC
TRADOC

SeptemberSeptember 19931993 AprilApril 19961996

•  Armor-based
•  Infantry-based
•  Worldwide equipment
•    Begins to address unconventional Begins to address unconventional 
•    Still primarily conventionalStill primarily conventional

•  Transition from bi-polar
to multi-polar world
•  End of “Monolithic
Threat”
•  Transition from simple 
to complex geopolitical 
environment

ATLANTICANS

HAMCHUCKS

SAMARANS

MARCALANS
NORTHLAND

KRASNOVIANS

““Shifting power Shifting power 
constructs dominate constructs dominate 

the geopolitical the geopolitical 
operational operational 

environment”environment”

ORANGELAND

DANUBIANS

Geopolitical Trends

AsymmetricAsymmetricConventionalConventional

Regional ActorsRegional ActorsSuperpowersSuperpowers

Training Threat Evolution:Training Threat Evolution:
““Capabilities-based” ThreatCapabilities-based” Threat



  Irrational 
Decision 
Maker

Present andPresent and
Historic Historic 

STATE/NATIONSTATE/NATION
ACTORSACTORS

Operational Operational 
EnvironmentEnvironment

THREAT

Capable of 
Sustained 
Operations

Rational 
Decision 
MakerDoctrine-

based Allies/Client 
States

Large 
Standing 
Armored 

Force

EMERGING

Adaptive

Opportunity-
Driven

Conventional

Variable 
Forces

AsymmetricalAsymmetrical

THREAT

Operational Operational 
EnvironmentEnvironment

INDUSTRIAL/INDUSTRIAL/
INFORMATION AGEINFORMATION AGE

ALLIANCESALLIANCES

ROBUSTROBUST
INFRASTRUCTUREINFRASTRUCTURE

STRATEGIC/STRATEGIC/
GLOBALGLOBAL FULLFULL

DIMENSIONALDIMENSIONAL

ALLIANCES/ALLIANCES/
COALITIONSCOALITIONS

WEAKWEAK
INFRASTRUCTUREINFRASTRUCTURE

REGIONALREGIONAL

STATE/NON-STATESTATE/NON-STATE
ACTORSACTORS

Threat  Operational 
Concepts

•Interdict ALOCs and SLOCs
•Achieve Technological Parity
•High Tempo Operations
•Echeloned Attack and Defense
•Mass and Combined Arms
•Massed Fires

•   Precision Forces
•   Entry Denial Operations
•   Neutralize Technological 
Overmatch
•   Control Tempo
•   Control the Nature of the 
Conflict
•   Decentralized and Distributed 
Operations
•   Allow No Sanctuary



  

Spectrum of Conflict

June 1999June 1999

•  Conventional warfare (prior to US 
entry)
•  Asymmetric warfare (after US entry)

•  Innovative use of weapon systems
•  Off-the-shelf technology and hybridization
•  Conventional warfare when advantageous
•  Target vulnerabilities  

•  More complex operational environment
•  Consideration of all operational 
variables

““Regional issues dominate theRegional issues dominate the
geopolitical operational environment”geopolitical operational environment”

•  Physical environment
•  Nature and stability of the State
•  Sociological demographics
•  Regional and global relations
•  Military capabilities
•  Information

• Technology
•  External organizations
•  National will
•  Time
•  Economics

Geopolitical Trends

Spectrum of Conflict AsymmetricAsymmetricConventionalConventional

Regional ActorsRegional ActorsSuperpowersSuperpowers

THREAT XXI PRINCIPLES
•  Deny Entry
•  Neutralize Technological 
Overmatch
•  Control Tempo
•  Change Nature of Conflict
•  Allow No Sanctuary

Training Threat Training Threat RevolutionRevolution::
““Asymmetric” ThreatAsymmetric” Threat

(based on complex, changingbased on complex, changing
operational environment)operational environment)



  

How it will Fight
Force Oriented

Attack APODs/SPODS
Sophisticated Ambushes

Create Sanctuary in Urban Environments

Dispersed ForcesExtensive Deception

Employ Civilians
Information Operations

Attack Coalitions

Conventional Opns
   based on opportunityAdaptive Formations

Terrorism
Guerilla Opns

Precision Fires

Extensive Night Operations

Missile Attacks

Conventional
Operations

Threat Forces will move quickly from their 
conventional
ends, ways and means.  Deception efforts will focus 
on
portraying the conventional while executing 
unconventional.
The intent will be to conduct continuous, 
simultaneous
 operations throughout the battlespace.  The nature 
of these
 operations will be fluid as the threat will conform 
methods
 and means  to advantage opportunities as they 
present
 themselves.  The Threat will also seek to neutralize 
US 
asymmetrical advantages by adopting tactics, 
techniques

 and procedures that create a level playing field. 

 Capabilities 

A r m o r M e c h a n i z e d

R o c k e t s R a d a r s

A r t i l l e r y A i r  D e f e n s e

C o n v e n t i o n a l  F o r c e s S O F
o r  U n c o n v e n t i o n a l

F o r c e s

R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  U A V s F i x e d - w i n g

A t t a c k  U A V s R o t a r y - w i n g

A v i a t i o n  F o r c e s

M i l i t a r y  E l e m e n t s

C i v i l i a n  E l e m e n t s

E l e c t r o n i c  W a r f a r e /
I n f o r m a t i o n  O p e r a t i o n s

E l e m e n t s

P a r a m i l i t a r i e s S p e c i a l  P o l i c e

M e r c e n a r i e s R e g u l a r  P o l i c e

O t h e r  F o r c e s T e r r o r i s t  G r o u p s

T h r e a t
F o r c e

Types of Forces 

Dispersed Mobile Formations   (Redundant Comms)

Precision Fires   (GPS/ISR)

Guerilla/Irregular/Para-Military (Urban)    (HUMINT)

ISR / UAV   (Access to Space)

Mines
Sophisticated Ambush

WMD

Aviation

8 Special Police /
Terrorist 

MP

The Threat
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